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Dear Sir: 

Yoshiki Nakagawa, Kenichi Kitano, and Masato Kusakabe declare that we are the 
inventors who on July 28, 1998, filed U.S. patent application SN 09/122,896, which is the parent 
of the above-identified U-S. patent application, and that they made their invention in Japan prior 
to February 6, 1997. 

We further state that prior to February 6 ? 1997, the present invention was reduced to 
practice in Japan by us and/or under our direction and/or supervision. In particular, a vinyl 
polymer having at least one terminal functional group per molecule and a ratio of weight average 
molecular weight to number average molecular weight of le$$ than 1 .8 as determined by gel 
permeation chromatography, wherein the terminal functional group is a crosslinking silyl group 
of the general formula ( ] ) shown below, 



wherein R J and R 2 each independently represents an alky] group containing 1 to 20 carbon 
atoms, an aryl group containing 6 to 20 carbon atoms, an aralkyl group containing 7 to 20 carbon 
atoms, or a triorganosiloxy group of the formula (R') 3 SiO- 7 R' being a monovalent hydrocarbon 
residue containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms and the three R* groups being the same or different, 
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provided that when a plurality of R 1 or R 2 groups occur, they may be the same or different; Y 
represents a hydroxy] group or a hydrolyzable group, provided that when a plurality of Y groups 
occur, they may be the same or different; a represents 0, 1 , 2 or 3, b represents 0, 1 or 2, and m 
represents an integer of 0 to 19, provided that the condition a + mb > 1 should be satisfied, was 
reduced to practice by us and/or under our direction and/or supervision in Japan, prior to 
February 6, 1997. 

This is evidenced by the attached Exhibit A which is a true copy of laboratory note page 
5 1 with the dates being redacted which shows a reduction to practice of the present invention and 
namely, example 7 of the present application. The stlyl-terminated polymer of the note page has 
a Mw/Mn of 1 .74. The laboratory note page 51 was created prior to February 6 5 1 997 and all of 
the dates redacted from Exhibit A are prior to February 6, 1997. 

The undersigned declare further, that all statements made in this declaration of their own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and that willful, false statements and the like, so made, are punishable by fine and 
imprisonment or both, under section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code and that such 
willful, false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 



Date: Signature; 

Yoshiki Nakagawa 

Date: _ Signature: 

Kenichi Kitano 

Date:_ Signature: 

Masato Kusakabe 
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